Middle Ages Learning Centers 
CASTLES
You are preparing yourself to be a castle designer! Go through each step so that you will learn about castles and be ready to draw your own castle.
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Read the paragraph below about castles.
· Who owned castles? __________________________
· What was the main purpose of castles? _________________ _________________________________________________
2) Look through the castle books next to the Castles folder. Take a look at the photographs especially! Think about: What are some differences? What are some similarities? What makes castles special? What are some interesting or unknown facts? Write down 4 interesting facts or observations here.
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3) Look at the color photograph (#3) of the castle in the Castles folder. Label the parts of the Castle here.
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Castle Stronghold

The castle was the
lord’s residence. Often
attacked, it also sheltered
the peasants in times

of danger.

H Castle Construction

The castle was headquarters and home to a military leader.
Early versions were often made of wood, raised up on a
mound of earth. From the tenth century onward, castles
developed into mighty stone fortresses. Built on high ground

from which danger could be seen at a distance, the castle had
strong walls, sometimes 12 feet (4 meters) thick at the base. Within
the walls, was a courtyard dominated by a sturdy tower called the keep.
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B The Siege

An enemy troop approaches.
Lookouts sound the alarm.
The drawbridge is raised.
Archers take their positions.
Others prepare boiling water,
oil, or molten lead, to pour on
the enemy. The enemy sol-
diers smash at the gate with
a battering ram and try to
scale the walls. They have
even brought up a massive
wooden siege tower on
rollers made from logs. Al is
in vain, however. This time
the fortress will stand firm.




[image: image6.jpg]Alcizar, Segovia, Spain. Locared on spur of high rock between two rivers, the Alcizar (meaning fortress or palace)
commands an excellent view ofthe surrounding countryside. Although begun in the cleventh century it was adopted
asa ropal palace and gready expanded in the early fifieenth century.



 

4) (Optional) Look at the photograph of Aleazar (castle) (#4) from Spain in the Castles folder. Does it look like the castle on this page? Color in the castle and label the parts of the castle you recognize. We can hang this around the room.


5) (Optional) Look at the photographs of two castles (#5) in the Castles folder. One is a Japanese castle and one is a European castle. During the time of the Middle Ages, Japan also had a feudalism system. Notice the similarities and differences between the two castles.
Similarities: ____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

Why do you think the castles would have similar elements?

Differences: ____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

Why do you think the castles would have some differences?

http://web-japan.org/kidsweb/travel/castles/index.html

6) Design and draw your own castle! You may ask Miss Ann for big paper. Use pencil first. Look through the castle books for inspiration. Remember to have the following parts of a castle: 

a. Keep

b. Bailey
c. Curtain wall

d. Drawbrdige
e. Moat

f. Main building
We can hang this around the room as well.



















































